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New Information 

Effective January 1, 2025, legislation allows for the issuance of a Salvage Certificate or 

Nonrepairable Vehicle Certificate to Salvage Pools. The Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV) allows Occupational Licensees, authorized by an insurance company, to take 

possession of a vehicle that is a total loss claim and is later abandoned by the owner on 

the Salvage Pool or Occupational Licensee's premises.

Procedures 

Requests for a Salvage Certificate or Nonrepairable Vehicle Certificate for abandoned 

total loss insurance claim vehicles must be made by the Salvage Pool or Occupational 

Licensee on the Abandoned Vehicle Application for Salvage Certificate or Nonrepairable 

Vehicle Certificate (REG 479, NEW 2/2025) form. 

• This process is only for total loss insurance claim vehicles, where the insurance

company authorizes a salvage pool or occupational licensee to take possession of the

vehicle.

• The entity that authorized the Salvage Pool or Occupational Licensee to take possession

of the vehicle must be an insurance company.

• Possession of the vehicle must be taken, and the vehicle must be currently located in

California.

• The applicant’s Occupational License Number must be on the REG 479.

• The Salvage Certificate or Nonrepairable Vehicle Certificate shall be issued only in the

Salvage Pool or Occupational Licensee’s name.

• Copies of the notices sent to the parties are not required to be submitted with REG 479.

• Section 3 of the form allows for up to four separate entries. If five or more entries are

needed, the applicant must attach additional page ones of the REG 479.

• A separate Application for Salvage Certificate or Nonrepairable Vehicle Certificate

(REG 488C) form is not required.

• On all DMV forms, including REG 479, the signature for a company/business must

include the printed name of the company/business and an authorized representative’s

countersignature on the signature line (for example, ABC CO. by John Smith, agent, or

John Smith, agent for ABC CO.).

Background 

Recent legislation allows for the issuance of a Salvage Certificate or Nonrepairable 

Vehicle Certificate to Salvage Pools and DMV Occupational Licensees for abandoned 

vehicles meeting Vehicle Code §11515.3. 

Reference 

Vehicle Code §§543, 11515, 11515.2, and 11515.3 
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Distribution 

Notification of this memo (available at dmv.ca.gov by searching Vehicle Industry Services) 

was sent through the California DMV Automated Email Alert System in July 2025 to: 

• Dealers

• Registration Services
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